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Third Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2020

Easter Proclamation

P: Christ is risen!  Alleluia!
C:
He is risen, indeed.  Alleluia!

Hymn of Invocation:         550 Lamb of God

1
Your only Son, no sin to hide,

But You have sent Him from Your side

    To walk upon this guilty sod,

    And to become the Lamb of God. Refrain

ref
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,

I love the holy Lamb of God!

O wash me in His precious blood,

My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

2
Your Gift of love they crucified,

They laughed and scorned Him as He died:

    The humble King they named a fraud,

    And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain

3
I was so lost, I should have died,

But You have brought me to Your side

    To be led by Your staff and rod,

    And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain
Invocation and Confession
P
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Absolution



+ Service of the Word +
Introit                     
P:
The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alleluia.
By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alleluia.

C:
Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous!

Praise befits the upright.

Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him,

on those who hope in his steadfast love,

that he may deliver their soul from death

and keep them alive in famine.

Our soul waits for the LORD;

he is our help and our shield.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P:
The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alleluia.
By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alleluia.
Kyrie
 LSB 152

P
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.

P
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.

P
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.

P
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.

P
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis
 LSB 154

P
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

C
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God 
   and Father:

We worship You, we give You thanks, 
   we praise You for Your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,   
   Lord God, Lamb of God:

You take away the sin of the world; 
   have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand 
   of the Father; receive our prayer.

For You alone are the Holy One, 
   You alone are the Lord,

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
   with the Holy Spirit,
   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

 P
The Lord be with you.

 C
And also with you. 

The Old Testament Reading
 Ezekiel 34:11–16

11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 

16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord.

C
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Lesson                 1 Peter 2:21–25

21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
Holy Gospel 
John 10:11-16
11I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

P
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day    740 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
1  I am Jesus’ little lamb,

Ever glad at heart I am;

For my Shepherd gently guides me,

Knows my need and well provides me,

Loves me ev’ry day the same,

Even calls me by my name.

2 Day by day, at home, away,

Jesus is my staff and stay.

When I hunger, Jesus feeds me,

Into pleasant pastures leads me;

When I thirst, He bids me go

Where the quiet waters flow.

3 Who so happy as I am,

Even now the Shepherd’s lamb?

And when my short life is ended,

By His angel host attended,

He shall fold me to His breast,

There within His arms to rest.
Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died and was buried.


He descended into hell.


The third day he rose again from the dead.


He ascended into heaven


  and sits at the right hand of God


the Father Almighty.

From thence he will come to judge 
  the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body,


  and the life everlasting.  Amen

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer
 LSB 162

C
Our Father who art in heaven,
  hallowed be Thy name,
  Thy kingdom come,
  Thy will be done on earth
      as it is in heaven;
  give us this day our daily bread;
  and forgive us our trespasses
      as we forgive those
      who trespass against us;
  and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
  For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn 770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus

1
What a friend we have in Jesus,
    All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
    Ev’rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit;
    Oh, what needless pain we bear—
All because we do not carry
    Ev’rything to God in prayer!

2
Have we trials and temptations?
    Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged—
    Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
    Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness—
    Take it to the Lord in prayer.

3
Are we weak and heavy laden,
    Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge—
    Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
    Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee;
    Thou wilt find a solace there.

Benediction
+++

Not for print, or projection ---

Collect
P
Let us pray.


O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C
Amen.

