The Order of Tenebrae

As you prepare for Worship use this prayer:

Lord Jesus Christ, as I meditate in this service on Your death

 for me, let those final sentences which You spoke from the

cross impart a personal blessing, that I may worship in spirit 

and truth and be moved to sacrifice my whole life as an

offering to you. Amen.

An Explanation of the Service

Our Service this evening is patterned after the ancient Office of Tenebrae. The word "Tenebrae" means darkness.  The purpose of the service is to impress upon us the terrible dark reality of our sin, which caused our Savior, the very Son of God, to die for us as our Substitute.

A total of 15 candles are used in Worship Service.  The seven pairs of candles represent the seven last sentences which our Savior spoke from the cross.  The fifteenth candle is the Christ Candle.  This candle serves as a symbol of Jesus, our life and light.  As the candles are extinguished and the lights are dimmed, causing the chancel to become increasingly darkened, we are asked to picture Jesus, the light of the world, slowly dying.  He died for us.  Without Him we would be spiritually in the dark.  When He died at Calvary, the sunlight was gone, as if God and all of His creation were mourning over the death of His Son.  We are reminded of the darkness that covered the earth at the time our Lord spoke these words at His crucifixion.
The exit of the Christ Candle, near the close of the Service, signifies Christ's death and burial.  When the book is lifted a few inches from the altar and slammed back down, this acknowledges that with the sealed tomb the meaning of the cross is fulfilled, the sacrifice is complete.  The Christ Candle is not extinguished at any time during the service, as it is symbolic of the eternal light of God's love.  Each chime of The Death Toll symbolizes a year of our Lord's earthly life.

Though evil had it's hour, and it seemed as if darkness would rule the world, the light of God's love continues to burn to all eternity. Join us here on Easter morning and rid yourself of darkness as we rejoice in the light of the glorious message of the Risen Christ.

The Service of Darkness

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

THE INVOCATION OF THE HOLY TRINITY


P:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.


C:
Amen.

THE REPROACHES:


P:
Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein 
have I offended you? Answer me. For I have raised you up out of the prison 
house of sin and death, and you have delivered up your Redeemer to be 

scourged. I have redeemed you from the house of bondage, and you have 
nailed your Savior to the cross, O my people.


C:
Holy Lord God, Holy and Mighty God, Holy and Most Merciful 
Redeemer; God Eternal: leave us not to bitter death. O Lord, have 
mercy.

HYMN:          

"Lamb of God, Pure and Holy"

LSB 434 v. 1

P:
Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein 

have I offended you?  Answer me. For I have conquered all your foes; and 
you have given me over and delivered me to those who persecute me.  I 

have fed you with my Word and refreshed you with living water, and you 

have given me gall and vinegar to drink, 
O my people.


C:
Holy Lord God, Holy and Mighty God, Holy and Most Merciful 


Redeemer; God Eternal: allow us not to lose hope in the face of death 
and hell. O Lord, have mercy.

HYMN:          

"Lamb of God, Pure and Holy"

LSB 434 v.2


P:
Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein 
have I offended you? Answer me.


What more could I have done for my vineyard than I have done for it? When 
I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? My people, is this how 
you thank your God, O my people?


C:
Holy Lord God, Holy and Mighty God, Holy and Most Merciful 
Redeemer; God Eternal: keep us steadfast in the true faith. O Lord, 
have mercy.

HYMN:             

"Lamb of God, Pure and Holy

LSB 434 v.3 

THE PSALMODY:        





        Psalm 22, p. 22
THE AGNUS DEl


P:
O Christ, thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world:


C:
Have mercy upon us.


P:
O Christ, thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world:


C:
Have mercy upon us.


P:
O Christ, thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world:


C:
Grant us thy peace. Amen.

HYMN:           

"Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted"           
LSB 451
THE MEDITATIONS: The Seven Last Words of Our Lord

The First Sentence:  

"Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do."
       
Luke 23:34

Hymn:  LSB 447 First Word                         

Ist Candle Extinguished

The Second Sentence:  

"Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise."    
Luke 23:43


Hymn:  LSB 447 Second Word                    

2nd Candle Extinguished

The Third Sentence:  

"Woman, behold your son; Behold your mother."
                   John 19:26 & 27


Hymn:  LSB 447 Third Word                   

3rd Candle Extinguished

The Fourth Sentence:   

"My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?"


Matthew 27:46


Hymn:  LSB 447 Fourth Word                 

4th Candle Extinguished

The Fifth Sentence:   

"l thirst."                               





John 19:28


Hymn:  LSB 447 Fifth Word                      

5th Candle Extinguished

The Sixth Sentence:   

"It is finished."                     





John 1 9:30


Hymn:  LSB 447 Sixth Word



6th Candle Extinguished

The Seventh Sentence: 

"Father, into Thy hands I commend my Spirit."    


Luke 23:4


Hymn:  LSB 447 Seventh Word                

7th Candle Extinguished

THE EXITING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

THE CLOSING OF THE BOOK  (Symbolizing the closing of the tomb)
THE DEATH TOLL

SILENT PRAYER

LEAVE IN SILENCE
