
We just about ALWAYS use the 23rd Psalm.  In addition to that we 
usually use three other lessons – you may choose from one of the 
following or another appropriate passage.

Funeral Service Lessons

John 10:27-29
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given 
them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.

John 14:1-6
"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.  In my Father's house are 
many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for 
you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that 
you also may be where I am.  You know the way to the place where I am going."  Thomas said
to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?"  Jesus 
answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.

Eccl 3:1-8
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven:  a time to be born
and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to
tear down and a time to build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time 
to dance, a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to 
refrain, a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time 
to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, a time to love and a time to 
hate, a time for war and a time for peace.

Rom 8:31-39
What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who 
did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-- how will he not also, along with him, 
graciously give us all things?  Who will bring any charge against those whom God has 
chosen? It is God who justifies.  Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died-- more than
that, who was raised to life-- is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or 
nakedness or danger or sword?  As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we 
are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."  No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Job 19:21-27
"Have pity on me, my friends, have pity, for the hand of God has struck me.  Why do you 
pursue me as God does? Will you never get enough of my flesh?  "Oh, that my words were 
recorded, that they were written on a scroll, that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, 



or engraved in rock forever!  I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand 
upon the earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself 
will see him with my own eyes-- I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!

Isa 25:6-9
On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet
of aged wine-- the best of meats and the finest of wines.  On this mountain he will destroy the 
shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death 
forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the 
disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has spoken.  In that day they will say, 
"Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in 
him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation." 

Isa 61:1-3
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for 
the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD's 
favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those 
who grieve in Zion-- to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness 
instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called 
oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor.

Lam 3:22-33
Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They 
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  I say to myself, "The LORD is my portion; 
therefore I will wait for him."  The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who 
seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.  It is good for a man to bear 
the yoke while he is young.  Let him sit alone in silence, for the LORD has laid it on him.  Let 
him bury his face in the dust-- there may yet be hope.  Let him offer his cheek to one who 
would strike him, and let him be filled with disgrace.  For men are not cast off by the Lord 
forever.  Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so great is his unfailing love.  For 
he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to the children of men.  

1 Pet 1:3-9
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade-- kept in heaven for you, who through faith are 
shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 
last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith-- of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined by fire-- may be proved genuine and may result in praise, 
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you have not seen him, you love him; 
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls.



I Jn 3:1-2
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! 
And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. 
But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

Rev 21:2-7
I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
"Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There 
will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away."  He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, 
"Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true."  He said to me: "It is done. I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink 
without cost from the spring of the water of life.  He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I 
will be his God and he will be my son.

John 5:24-27
"I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and 
will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.  I tell you the truth, a time is 
coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who
hear will live.  For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in 
himself.  And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.

John 6:37-40
All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.
For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me.  
And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but 
raise them up at the last day.  For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and 
believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day."

John 10:11-16
"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  The hired hand 
is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the 
sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it.  The man runs away 
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  "I am the good shepherd; I know 
my sheep and my sheep know me -- just as the Father knows me and I know the Father-- and 
I lay down my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring
them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.

John 11:21-27
"Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But I 
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask."  Jesus said to her, "Your brother will 
rise again."  Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."  
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even 
though he dies;  and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"  



"Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come 
into the world."

Mark 10:13-16
People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked 
them.  When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  I tell you the 
truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."  And 
he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.

John 12:23-26
Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  I tell you the truth, 
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it 
dies, it produces many seeds.  The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates 
his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  Whoever serves me must follow me; and where 
I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.

Matt 4:18-20
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and 
his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  "Come, 
follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."  At once they left their nets and 
followed him.


